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Opportunities for the borough 
The RBKC has:
• Approx 280 electric vehicle owners with residents 

permits (and rising)
• Resident on street parking spaces approx. 28,000 

but there are 37,000 parking permits
• Approximately 80% available to residents is on 

street
• Only one resident parking zone – allows residents 

to park anywhere in the borough
• Conclusion

– There was a need to develop a new approach to EVCP 
without designating bays



• Streetscape
– Street clutter 

• Loss of parking
– Residential or P&D for dedicated 

EV bay
• Installation costs
• Local disruption during 

installation
• Traffic Orders required





Equipment to 
be installed in 
the column



EVCP Operation

• Meter and cable owned by resident
• Their own PIN to activate the supply
• Meter ‘talks’ to the column and locks plug in 

socket, activating supply
• Meter provides usage, and customer can check 

account on line
ELEXON Approved
• Method developed for accounting for the mobile 

meter is formally approved by ELEXON (regulator 
responsible for unmetered arrangements)



Successful trial with EVCP on lamp posts
• RBKC Strategy

– Installation where possible in P&D or single yellow line
• Advantage - Locations available free outside controlled times, limit 

possible ‘hogging’ of resident bays
– Install in groups of three along a road, as no designated bays
– The Council remains in control of our street lighting assets
– The cable and contract for the supply and charging will be 

between the resident and provider
– The Council will require a charge to cover future maintenance 

and replacements costs
• Plug-in charge and usage charge to deter ‘hogging’ the EVCP









Choice of energy supplier
• November 2017, OVO Energy became 

the first green electricity supplier to 
offer Kensington & Chelsea residents 
its energy through a branded 
ubitricity SmartCable

• In future other suppliers will also 
offer this service allowing residents a 
truly competitive choice of energy 
providers

• Suppliers will benefit from being able 
to offer customers a home + EV car 
offering, as well as future smart 
charging capabilities (vehicle to grid, 
etc
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Conclusion
• EVCP in lamp columns provides more flexibility
• It has been well received by those using them, ‘good 

charging experience’
• Easy enough to install and redeploy if required
• Our strategy is:

– The Council will continue to; manage, maintain its own assets 
and the equipment including the EVCP within the columns

– The responsibility for the cable, meter, billing and usage will be 
the responsibility of the user and provider of the service

• The units installed will:
– Increase our knowledge of usage
– Test our strategies 
– Test demand



The Future
Autonomous Vehicles?








